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This book is the most complete and up-to-date resource on Java from programming guru, Herb

Schildt -- a must-have desk reference for every Java programmer.
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I have waited to write this review until I had finished the book cover-to-cover in order to give a fair

review. I bought this book because of the author Herbert Schildt. I have read several of his books

and found them all to be informative, easy to understand and well written. While I was disappointed

in some aspects of this book, overall I liked it. I think, however, everyone should know what this

book has to offer prior to buying it. It may not suit the needs of some potential buyers.This book is

broken up into four sections: The Java Language, The Java Library, Software Development Using

Java, and Applying Java.The first section was the best and most detailed section of the book. It

goes from page 4 to page 340 and is an excellent tutorial for learning the Java language. It doesn't

talk about the AWT, applets, or any graphical programming for that matter, but gives the reader a

firm foundation with which to move into those more interesting Java programming areas. This

section alone was worth the price of the book. (while I agree with another reviewer that Bruce

Eckel's Thinking in Java was a great book, I like this one better because it doesn't keep referring

back to C/C++ all the time).From the start of the second section through the end of the book, this



book takes on a different approach. Instead of detailed descriptions as offered in the first section of

the book, it begins to be an overview. Many topics are touched upon and many examples are given,

but the reader is not given enough information or depth in these chapters to make them very

useful.The bottom line is, this book provides a firm understanding of Java's syntax and object

oriented programming.

When I needed to learn the Java programming language very quickly for work, I read many reviews

and narrowed down my search to handful of few books. I looked at copies of my final possible

choices in a local bookstore and finally purchased Herbert Schildt's "Java 2: A Beginner's Guide,

Second Edition" and have absolutely no regrets. Along with this book, I realized that I would also

need a more comprehensive reference book detailing the multitude of Java classes designed for

many purposes. To this end, I chose Herbert Schildt's "Java 2: The Complete Reference, Fifth

Edition" not only for its extensive library, but also because of Herbert Schildt's wonderful writing that

is easy to read and understand quickly.Herbert Schildt subdivided "Java 2: The Complete

Reference, Fifth Edition" into four parts: tutorial, library, software development and applications. Part

I (the first 346 pages) is a Java tutorial, organized similarly to Herbert Schildt's other book that I

purchased, "Java 2: A Beginner's Guide, Second Edition". However, the tutorial in this book is more

condensed than in the guide, which has over 500 pages. Some readers may find the condensed

approach in this book sufficient to learn the language, but if you want more comprehensive tutorial

explanations, the guide is good companion.Part II (the next 539 pages) is an extensive library

detailing most of Java's built-in classes dealing with everything from string handling, collections,

utility classes, console I/O, file I/O, networking, applets, event handling (mouse movements, button

use, and other interactive GUI objects), the AWT (Abstract Window Toolkit), images and other I/O

types including Regular Expressions.
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